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The plaase "Fve had 2 brillueat wea”
mazht seem like 2 flash of ego. espedially
when inked over i patire of an clectneal
power station acher than above the mose
teaclitsonal Tigghsballs Bat 1aken i the
content of the extv waorks (2l but vae
10021 m David Shopley s fist solo show
in New York, this altered photo read
more as scknowledpment that the artises
ideas are nesther rare mor proaons but a
eonstant source from wingh he chums oar
drawings, Books, seulptuses, photos, and
public meervenuons,

Shingley™s drawings and 1exes thow
no spns of formal an ersinug, thoaeh
he attendes] the Glasgow Schaol of Art,
Deliberately abgect, prumitive, and bow
1ech, his work . of not childlike, certain’y
stoth 1hae a clald conld make. Thot docsn’s
muke ham a nouveau Dubutfer, however,
abvarhang “outsides” techmques imtoa
faux-nast style. Instead. revehng in human
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finee and revealing a calaulated vual-
acrabilits throwsgh his cmosonal out-
pourings, Shngley bears sumilazitics 1o
contempontries bke Sean Landens aad
Cheis [ohansen. Bur where Landers has
Lubris to deal with amd Jobassen hangs
om 10 hope and good nibes, Shripgley slips
anl slides between horrar and humar,
Lis a1t prece, he wntes of showng up
at kis Ioss™s house imtending to kil ke,
Isut thie ensinng bl tams eeo sbpstick
Another piece pictures a dhamond-shaped
Dacannge wth arms i beggs and reads:
DESPERATY IAUGHTER NERVOUS CHAT-
105 AS 100F LITFLE CREATURE DAMHES
AURCSS THE FLOONI - SOME CONFUSON
PLOPEE AKE FMBARRASSED BUT FRINTIY
AMUSEDY - THEN THE CREATUKRL'S PUK:
POSME BECOMES APPARENT AND PANIC
SIS NG A, aC HEAMING,

Like Beares and Brert-head, Shngley's
work s oso diesh st s sman, Ballooe s o
photo ot a hallson ansd numpled bal
sheets, embellnhest with a sanley tace, the
obgedt conjures both dorky Chamm and
lonchness. Some preves read partly as
underhanded conmmants va contemporan
am. as m Unnrled (Toren), a paintng,
whone shatract magery is scompasnied
sv i hedpiul disgran andicanng that the
peeve dhepivts a prIMITEVY FrgsoN hurhng
APECIAL GOOP wilh 3 GIANT srooN a1 3
MOty STusie, Thas was part of a b
play of relativels Lunge, colortul works thar
was pently modked by Shrighev's Soail
§owinbagzon on the same wall Twentvenne
peeces hang near the oo, as if on view
toe elves. Alibougl none measurcd more
than a fow square inches, seme encom-
passied spraw g subsects ke the Interset,
sovernnent. 2od the Amazon River. nONT

Miss with GOD, noted onc, which mclided
asapuely sunbowlike tonm, HE's 100 e
Indeed, Shagley s thinkng b i

las ows satall, conpeal way. The show
opened with two photographic diprychs.
Phovars feaftines IWO VISWSE ON¢C DUE B ACa
thronpeh an arch in 2 rodk formaton and
the nther into an upen B, X-Ray shows
a physioan examng Shogley, who
stares bhndly az the caling. Apparently
he hasn's told the dboctor that he's swal:
lowed a rroll doll—or so one inters from
the lower intage, o patagram sithowetting
achubby Bpure with a big shock ot har,
set triside a stommach shape. This quartet
o protares sums up 2 worldview—the
world vut there, the world in bere—on
haeh mscroscopic and microscops,
anonymous ad itmsate levels. All the
works thut [ollowed them, the o
sequituss, witsasins, and sphonsms, the
revertge Eataves and puranota and self-
amalys dlustrate o aeative process thar
may have shore to do with art therapy
thun the production of it objects. Stnpped
of assumptivas and pretensons, Shaglay's
20t beeomes 2 hind of therapy - throug
comudy for the viewer too.

—ftlte Cinprglna
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