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8 Matthew Monahan (Museum of
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles) Where
most Monahan apologists wax poetic re:
the mysteries of the ancient and olden,
all | can think about is Anthonv Caro!
Remember the maneuver whereby the
famous formalist dipped an arm of steel
below the pedestal top and put the art
of sculpture on high alert? Monahan's
sculptures climb up and down their
Sheetrock perches or swallow them
whole; his fractured figures bust from
their Plexi vitrines or plop themselves
atop them; a face begins as a drawing
and, with a crumple, becomes a 3-D
sculpture. As Ari Wiseman’s miniretro-
spective makes abundantly clear, this
artist is as much the formal virtuoso
as his forefather; but where Caro pared
his art down to a few discrete relation-
ships, Monahan’s roiling improvisations
draw on everything that sculpture has
ever gotten up to, which includes the
human figure and face, most often
depicted in extremis.
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