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April 28, 2005, New York – For the first time, 

Polish artist Wilhelm Sasnal has created an 

entire body of work in the United States, of 

which a dozen paintings and a group of large 

ink drawings will be on view at Anton Kern 

Gallery from May 19 through June 18, 2005.  

 

 

Wilhelm Sasnal, who just finished a two-month residency at the Chinati Foundation in Marfa, Texas, is 

currently included in a group show at the Reykjavik Art Museum, and this fall, will present his film work in 

a solo exhibition at the Matrix gallery at the Berkeley Art Museum.  

 

The works presented in the exhibition, paintings of cacti and bottles, portraits of figures from the time of 

prohibition, and large-scale black ink drawings of historical scenes of smuggling, are equally inspired by 

nature and by history. Upon entering the country and without specific plans for the work, Sasnal bought 

art materials, especially paper and ink for practical purposes (but also because of his interest in the 

language of comics), and then drove off to Marfa, TX, all the while picking up other crucial ingredients, 

namely books on the history of the Mississippi, and the time of prohibition, many of them illustrated. 

 

The result of this encounter is a diverse body of work with a strong common theme: the artist’s experience 

of U.S. history. The question of how to acquire experience and information for understanding past and 

present events is at the center of all of Sasnal’s work. Here, the Mississippi as a vital artery of legal and 

illegal exchange becomes a metaphor for the conflicting forces that make up history. 

 

Sasnals’ work has been included in group exhibitions at the Museum für moderne Kunst, Karlsruhe, the 

Stedelijk, Amsterdam, the Rooseum, Malmö, the Biennale de Sao Paolo, the Musée d’art moderne de la 

ville de Paris, and the 1st Tirana Biennial. Recently, his work has been featured in solo shows at the 

Camden Arts Centre, London (2004), the Westfälischer Kunstverein, Münster, and the Kunsthalle Zürich (both 2003). 

 

The exhibition in the back room presents 17 drawings by Jörg Immendorff spanning a period from 1978 

to 2000 including among others works from the series “Café Deutschland.” 

 
Both exhibitions open on Thursday, May 19 and will run through June 18, 2005. The gallery is open Tuesday through 
Saturday, 10 am - 6 pm. For further information and images, please contact Christoph Gerozissis or Michael Clifton at  
(t) 212.367.9663, (f) 212.367.8135 or email: info@antonkerngallery.com.  
 

Upcoming exhibition: Matthew Monahan (June 23 – July 30, 2005) 
### 


